OCTOBER 27, 2009
BECKER JOINT PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND REGULAR MEETING
Becker Joint Planning Board met on Tuesday, October 27, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Becker Township Hall.  Present:  Brad Wilkening, Mark Limpert, Gary Hammer, Kevin Rieland, Phil Knutson, Judy Shermak.  Absent: None.
Also present:  Kelli Neu, Richard Schieffer-Atty., Nick Ziegelmann, Stanley Lumley
Chair Limpert opened the first Public Hearing to consider the adoption of the Town of Becker Comprehensive Plan.  

Stan Lumley questioned and discussion held on several questions.

· How long before the Planning Commission and Joint Powers Board can deny housing developments that are not adjoining the city?  No, it cannot be done.
· One house per 40 acres?  Only in agricultural zoning.

· Will the fees for parks and trails be increased?  ________________________________

· Who will make final decisions?  Atty. Schieffer explained that the Planning Commission will make recommendations to the Town Board, who will then recommend action to the Joint Planning Board.  State Statute makes the JPB responsible for final decisions.

· Can the JPB have 4 township representatives and the city 1, rather than 3 township and 2 city?  This may not be in compliance with state statute.  The number of members could increase, but the township will always have majority.

· Terms are for three years.  If a representative is not elected to township supervisor or city council they would not have to resign and could continue serving.
· When will these positions become elected and not appointed?  They cannot be elected per state statute.

· What is the county stance on this?  The letter from the county was reviewed.
· Do we have insurance coverage?  Not yet but we will have a new policy from the League of Minnesota Cities.

· Will we have our own Parks and Trails Commission?  The Town Board will administer at this point as no plans are in place now.

· Solid Waste – the JPB does not administer per state law.  Sherburne County does administration for both the township and city.  Heavy Industrial zoning is the only area where it is allowed.
· Adult entertainment ordinance is being worked on.  The JPB has the authority to make restrictions the same as or more restrictive than Sherburne County.

Wilkening moved, second Knutson to close the public hearing.  Motion carried all voting for.

Knutson moved, second Hammer to adopt Resolution 09-____ to adopt the Town of Becker Comprehensive Plan.  Motion carried all voting for.
Chair Limpert opened the second public hearing to consider the adoption of the Becker Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances.
Kelli Neu addressed the Shoreland Ordinance and changes made to match the county’s ordinance.

Limpert read the letter from Nancy Riddle, Sherburne County Zoning Administrator into the record (copy attached).
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Discussion on MS4 state regulations for erosion control and stormwater.  The county will review Shoreland and Floodplain properties.  For the parts of ordinances that were set aside and not addressed, will we adopt the county’s?  Atty. Schieffer has a sample ordinance for adult entertainment and will start work on it.
Wilkening moved, second Knutson to close the public hearing.  Motion carried all voting for.

Discussion held on adult entertainment ordinance.  The Planning Commission will review and set Public Hearing to add to ordinances.

Hammer moved, second Knutson, to adopt Resolution 09-_____ to adopt Becker Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances.  Motion carried all voting for.

JOINT PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Chair Limpert opened the regular meeting.
· MINUTES – Wilkening moved, second Rieland minutes of October 13, 2009 JPB meeting be approved as amended.  The overstrikes are to be removed.  Motion carried all voting for.
· CONSULTANTS’ ROLES – Kelli reviewed the role of the consultants (1000 Friends of Minnesota and Community Growth Institute) and the six year town planning phase.  The two year grant is funded through the McKnight Foundation and funds used for the consultant and comprehensive plan update.  The Planning Commission will hold visioning sessions for public input for approximately one hour on their meeting night.  Discussion held on results of the survey of residents.
· DAVID ECCLES PROJECT – The warehouse and repair business is to be located on the former Pillar Brothers property adjacent to Hwy. 10.  New plans incorporated changes the planning commission recommended at the October 12, 2009 meeting.  Wilkening moved, second Hammer, to hold special meeting and public hearing of the Planning Commission to consider a conditional use permit request for a repair shop to be constructed at the property located at 15587 137th St. SE, at 6:30 p.m. on November 24, 2009 at Becker Town Hall.  Motion carried all voting for.
· CHRIS GUSTAFSON – reviewed request for a Conditional Use Permit to Sherburne County to sell motor vehicles, trailers and equipment on leased property at 14747 165th Ave. SE (County Rd. 11 and Hwy. 10).  The application was made before the November 1st date when the Becker JPB took over planning and zoning authority.  Wilkening moved, second Hammer to request the Town Board recommend an Interim Use Permit, along with the comments from JPB staff and county zoning and public works.  Motion carried all voting for.
· OTHER BUSINESS – Insurance policy from League of Minnesota Cities reviewed by Atty. Schieffer.  He will contact them to acquire liability insurance for the JPB as soon as possible.  He also conferred with Becker City attorney regarding the JPB agreement opt out provisions, felt 30 days is to short and recommend six months before the end of each calendar year.  The Orderly Annexation Agreement would still be in effect if the JPB is dissolved.
Hammer moved, second Knutson meeting be adjourned.  Carried all voting for.  Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.
Judy Shermak, Clerk
