Becker Joint Planning Board
Meeting Minutes
Janaury 27, 1014
Present:  Brad Wilkening, Tracy Bertram, Adam Oliver, Lucinda Messman
Absent: Mark Limpert, Gary Hammer
Also Present: Therese Haffner – City of Becker Planner & Township Planning Staff; Amanda Othoudt – City of Becker Community Development Coordinator & Township Planning Staff, Alex Jurek

Meeting called to order by Chair.

Motion to approve agenda as presented by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.

Motion to approve minutes as distributed by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.

Motion to keep Chair and Vice Chair positions the same for 2015 as they were for 2014.  Mark Limpert for Chairman and Brad Wilkening for Vice Chair by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  No further discussion.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.  

Thomas Hammer CUP: Family Cemetery 
PID 05-005-1100
Staff Memo [full text on file] presented to board outlining background, review and recommendation.  Staff and Town Planning Commission recommend approval of the CUP for the Family Cemetery providing the provisions and conditions outlined in the staff memo are met.  Owner unable to attend as they were out of town.
· The property will need to be surveyed and platted
· The cemetery will be subject to floodplain and shoreland regulations
· The cemetery will be over 50 feet from well
· Fill, including cemetery is not allowed within the floodway.  
· Cemetery is a conditional use in an AG zone
· No additional public services are being requested
· Cemetery to be private
· No comments were received, by staff, for/at the public hearing.
· Other documents on file include floodplain map, aerial photographs, copies of application 

Discussion
· Q: does he plan to fill all 8 acres with plots?  A: Yes, that is what has been requested.  Cemetery is not open to public, family only.
· Q: what if land is sold?  A: he would still have to own cemetery – staff not 100% certain, but will look into it.  The cemetery cannot happen unless it is platted within the next year.  If that doesn’t occur, he will have to re-apply.
Motion to approve Resolution 2015-01 [full text on file]: A resolution approving a conditional use permit for the purposes of having a family cemetery by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  No further discussion.  Motion carried, all present voting in favor.

Fantails and Flags Two request for preliminary and final plat approval
Staff Memo [full text on file] presented.  Owner unable to attend as they were out of town.  Proposed buyer in attendance.
· Access information:  lot 1, block 1 has an existing driveway and field entrance.  Access to lot 2, block 1, would likely be derived from CSAH 11 through a shared access.  An ingress/egress easement will be required.  Sherburne County is the road authority and approval must obtained from them prior to submitting a building permit application.
· Q: Why is park dedication fee required? A: that is how our current zoning for subdivision process reads.  If both lots were going to be more than 20 acres, the plat process wouldn’t be required, but as both will be less than 20 acres, the plat process (and park dedication fee) are required.
· Staff and Town Planning Commission recommend approval of the preliminary plat and final plat based on the following conditions:
· All engineering requirements must be met (Township and County), including but not limited to removal of fence, trees, brush within the right of way.
· Prior to a building permit being issued, an access permit must be obtained from Sherburne County.
· Prior to a building permit being issued, an ingress/egress easement must be recorded for the shared access and a copy submitted with the building permit application. 
· Park dedication in the amount of $800 is due upon recording of final plat.
· Other documents on file include Township Engineer letter, County Engineer email, preliminary plat, final plat
· No issues were brought forth at the Public Hearing on January 12, 2015, other than the conditions recommended as listed above.
Motion to approve Resolution 2015-02 [full text on file]: Resolution approving the preliminary plat for Fantails and Flags Two by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  No further discussion.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.

Motion to approve Resolution 2015-03 [full text on file]: Resolution approving the final plat for Fantails and Flags Two by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  Further discussion: Why was it named Fantails and Flags Two?  A (by Mr. Jurek) because Fantails and Flags is South of this property.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.


Solar Energy Systems

Memo presented to board to Consider adopting Interim Ordinance 2015-01: Establishing a moratorium temporarily prohibiting solar energy systems as a principal use in Becker Township.   [full text on file]
· Staff has received inquiring regarding potential for construction solar energy power production on properties within Becker Township
· Our current zoning law does not specifically address solar energy systems.  Private utilities are currently allowed via CUP.  Public are allowed via CUP as well, but our zoning does not define public vs. private utilities
· Solar energy production produces little to no on-site or local employment nor do they have a need for services typically provided in our commercial/industrial areas.  
· Solar energy facilities were not considered when our latest zoning updates were adopted and allowed only in our high infrastructure areas at this time – opposite where we would like to see them.
· Moratorium allows for review of solar energy facilities, how they are built and review of any considerations the township should be making when reviewing CUP applications.  Staff anticipates the review of current zoning to be ready this summer.

Motion to Adopt Ordinance 2015-01 [full text on file]: An interim ordinance establishing a twelve month moratorium temporarily prohibiting solar energy systems as a principal use within the town of Becker by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  No further discussion.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.  

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2015-01 [full text on file]: An interim ordinance establishing a twelve month moratorium temporarily prohibiting solar energy systems as a principal use within the town of Becker OFFICIAL SUMMARY ORDINANCE by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  No further discussion.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.  

Other business:

Gustafson Update: He has moved to Elk River.  Non-compliance letter will be sent to the landowner regarding procedures following the fire at the location.

New Business:

Annual By-law review.  Board reviewed by-laws and had no updates to make.  Board reminded that next year (2016) discussions begin with the City of Becker in order to decide on the terms of a ten year extension of the Agreement for the Joint Resolution for Orderly Annexation between the Town of Becker and the City of Becker, Minnesota.  Current expiration date is December 31, 2017.

Dog Complaint update:  Background discussed and letter regarding compliance with kennel license, and others has been sent.  Ms. Bieber was encouraged to contact the office for guidance in order to come into compliance with township ordinance and zoning law.

Community Partnership meeting will be tomorrow at 2:30 pm at Becker City Hall.  Becker City is hosting.  Amanda will represent both city and township at this meeting.

Board directed staff to keep them apprised of the cemetery progress/platting.

Motion to adjourn by Bertram.  Second by Oliver.  No further discussion.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.



________________________________				________________________________
Brad Wilkening, Chair						Lucinda Messman, Clerk
[bookmark: _GoBack]
3 | Page
ON: January 2015

