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Established January 21, 1871 
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The following document was found in 
Township Records.  

 
It is a copy of the flier handed out for the 

Becker Township Centennial Celebration in 
1971. 

 
 



















 
 

The following document was found in 
Township Records.  

 
We believe the previous clerk assembled the 

data with the help of several community 
members.  It is presented in its entirety. 



BECKER TOWNSHIP 

Becker Township is located in south central Sherburne County, and 

consisted of 64 sections, the largest in Sherburne County. 

Peter Vadnies, who came to the area in 1855, was believed to be the 

first permanent settler in Becker, which he originally named Marsailles. 

This was the first established trading post in the Becker area and was 

located near the present NSP Plant. 

A year after Vadnies settled, Nobel R. Crawford, John Wagner, John 

Sadley and John Curtiss came to the area and made claims just northeast of 

the present City of Becker. Curtiss settled close to the Elk River and the 

rapids on the river near his claim still bear the name, Curtiss Rapids. 

Crawford, who was the first to settle in that area, brought his wife, 

Lucinda, and a family of seven children. The Crawfords opened their home 

for Sunday worship services. A Rev. Palmer was called in to conduct the 

services. Mrs. Crawford promptly organized the areas first Sunday School. 

In the 1857 census the population was recorded as 35 persons. 

The railroad reached Becker in 1867. The first depot was built in 

1868, and a new, more modern depot was built about 1917 which served the 

traveling community until 1969 when it was sold and dismantled. 

Other early settlers were Andre Anderson, 1866; Jens Peter Anderson, 

1869; Edward T. Cox, 1877; William Carley, 1881; Peter c. Jensen, 1875; 

William Lyon, 1878; Peter Lind, 1870; Henry Stiles, 1873; Swan Swanson, 1870; 

Rev. Joseph Shepardson, 1869; Andrew Swanson, 1870; Neils Larsen, 1872. 

The area was originally called Pleasant Valley. 

On January 21,_1871, a group of citizens met at School District No. 5 

and organized Becker Township. The township itself was named after the 

Honorable G. L. Becker of St. Paul, who was a real estate agent for the 

railroad. The first officers elected were George Eaton, Chairman; 
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L. :H. Pratt, Charles Ostergren, Supervisors; J. D. Sadley, Treasurer;

Rer. J. H. Shepardson, Clerk; G. W. Knowlton, Assessor; Joseph Crawford, 

Coristable; Wm. Eaton, Overseer of Roads; L. S. Stevens and T. E. Stiles, 

Justices of the Peace. The board met for 20 years in the District 5 School 

Ho�se. In 1891 a Town Hall was built in the area which is now in the City 

of Becker. This was a two-story 24 1 x40' building which cost $1165.00. The 

bottom f'loor;'.was'-:rented out for a store and the top story was used for 

meTtings. It burned in 1911 and the present town hall was built in 1912.

In 1985 the township board, along with the support of the citizens, decided 

to let the Great River Regi�nal Library use the town hall as the Becker Branch 

Library for 5 years. The board now meets at the Becker City Hall. 

The first action of the board was to build a bridge across the Elk River 

on,the road leading from Becker to Princeton. The cost of the bridge was 

$350.00. The board adopted laws o� the state regarding fence viewers, cattle 

running at large, and other articles. Under that law, cattle were allowed 

to run at large during the day from April 1 to October 15. This law was 

repealed in 1903. 

The annual meetings were well attended by the citizens of the township 

in the earlier years. Many residents looked forward to attending the 

meeting after -a long winter. The election in 1918 for the U.S. Senator 

between Charles A. Lindberg, Sr. and Frank B. Kellogg was such a close race 

that poll watchers from both political parties were at the Becker Election. 

This was one of the few times that there were poll watchers present at any 

elections. 

The road maintenance in those days was done by the local people working 

off their poll tax. Each male citizen of the tow�ship gave two days labo� 

for road work per year, or paid $1.50 per day for hire. A man and team 

could earn $3.00 for a ten hour day. Road overseers were appointed and WJ:!re 
-=---.--: 

in• charge of ·carrying out the orders of the town boar_d. 
--------
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Because of wet and low land the Snake River residents had to travel 

north and northwest up to what is now County Road 16 in order to get to 

Becker. Generally, the roads were laid out the most practical route, that 

is, on the higher land rather. than following the section lines. Many of 

the low swampy areas they had to go through were corduroyed, which meant 

cutting yellow tamarack in lengths and laying crosswise, then cover'ing with 

dirt. Some of these still exist and are still in use .today. The ditches 

were dug by hand, the material thrown into the road and when dry the road was 

finished by horses, dump wagons, and scrapers. Later on the roads were built 

with six to eight horse drawn machinery. The first road was established 

Petition of seven legal voters on November 6, 1871. It started at the 

Cirtis Rapids Bridge (somewhat west of pi'eselit.Cty. Rd. 23), nort·h to 

30th Ave., Fern St., 35th Ave. to Elm St., south on Elm intersecting with 

C?unty Rd. 4, plus a short branch from the corner of 35th and Elm to the 

CQrner of Eagle St. 

Carl Tinquist bid $180.00 to build 3/4 of a mile of road which is 

now County Road 11, then built 1/4 mile on his own at no·'cost in order 

to get the road· established. Carl Erickson petitioned the road from the 

S�ntiago-Becker town line to Santiago. 

by 

Gas taxes were collected by the county and in return the county took 

c�re of all of the snow plowing and the building of a portion of the roads. 
l 

In the early days Becker was known as the hay. capitol of the county-. 

sb bountiful were the lush hay meadows a hay press was installed by St. Paul 

b�sinessmen as early as 1867. For many years over 2000 tons were shipped 

at.'inually. After the turn -of the century farmers started planting more and 

mbre potatoes. During the digging season it was .not unusual to see wagon 

loads with potatoes lined up for two or three blocks. Potatoe farms have 

b�come a large part of the township industry today. 
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In the late 1800's an application was made for a charter for a bank 

which was known as the Becker State Bank. This closed in 1925. 

A newspaper called The Record was printed in the town in the late 1800's 

and in 1913 it was sold and renamed the Becker Herald. Editor and Publisher 

was s. E. Wright. 

Becker Township celebrated 100 years of existance in 1971 with a 

Centennial Celebration. Board members were Clayton Anderson, Chairman; 

Floyd Olson, Merlin Cox, Supervisors; Bernard Nelson, Clerk; and Lester 

Olson, Treasurer. Activities included threshing bee, tug-of-war between 

the city and township, parade, street dance in the evening, pudding eating 

contest (with blindfolds), costume contest, and many other activities. 

Their float was awarded first price at the Sherburne County Fair Parade. 

The Northern States Power Co. Sherco Plant was originally established 

in Becker Township. On April 19, 1974 the City of Becker annexed 6 sections 

where the plant is located. This was done primarily because of the services 

the city could render to the plant. 

At the annual Town Meeting and Election in March, 1978, the township 

voted to expand the board from 3 to 5 supervisors. The members at that 

time were Francis Pouliot, Chm.; Melvin Jaconson, c. Jean Clitty, Jerome 

Edling, and Lester Olson, Supervisors; Alan Myers, Treasurer; and Bernard 

Nelson, Clerk. 

Current members of the board are Michael Bowatz, Chm.; Francis Pouliot, 

Howard Johnson, Kyle Johnson, Lester Olson, Supervisors; Alan Myers, 

Treasurer; and Judy Shermak, Clerk. 
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The following dates were assembled by the 

Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk in 2020 and 

2021.  They have been pulled from a variety of 

sources and assembled for your enjoyment.   

 

 
Edited photo above by Karah Hawkinson, 2020.  Electric poles and such were edited out.  
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What do Becker Township Supervisors Do? 

Road Maintenance 

Contract Negotiation and Execution 

Records Management 

Fire Protection 

Provide for Elections 

Road Inspections 

Culvert Maintenance 

Signs & Fire Signs 

Budgeting 

ADA Compliance 

Levy Recommendation 

Adopt Ordinances 

Adopt Resolutions 

Authorize Expenditures 

Set fee schedule 

Sit as the Board of Appeal & Equalization - Determine if all taxable property in the 
township is on the assessment list and properly valued.  Hear objections from property 
owners regarding valuation. 

Sit as Board of Canvass - Review and certify the results of the election.   

Sit as Board of Audit - Review financial records of the Township and create a report to 
be posted prior to the annual meeting.  Estimate the amount of money needed for the 
next year and settlement of all expenses. 

View Fences - Settle disagreements between neighbors if the two landowners own 
livestock (Law changed to this in 2017).  Supervisors DO NOT determine boundary 
locations.  Only disagreements relating to the building, maintaining, type and 
payments/reimbursements. 

Noxious Weed Inspections - See that control or eradication of noxious weeds is carried 
out by landowner.  Issue permits for transportation of materials or equipment infested 
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with noxious weed propagating parts.  Examine all land and public ground over which 
jurisdiction exists to ascertain if noxious weeds are controlled. 

Management of Township Assets 

Set the Gopher Bounty Rate 

 

 

         January 21, 1871 
Below is an abbreviated account of the first Town Meeting. 

The first Becker Town meeting was held January 21, 1871 at 9 am at the Becker 
School house – District 5. 
 
J.H. Shepardson was chosen clerk pro-tem and called the meeting to order.  He 
called for choice of moderator for the meeting. 
 
George A. Eaton was made moderator and opened the business of the meeting 
for the following officer’s election: 
 

Three Town Supervisors, one to be designated chairman 
One Town Clerk 

One Town Treasurer 
One Assessor 

Two Justices of the Peace 
Two Constables 

One Overseer of highways for each road district. 
 

George A. Eaton, J.T.D. Sadly, and J.H. Shepardson were appointed judges of 
the election and took their oath. 

 
The following individuals were elected:   
Town Supervisors 
 George A. Eaton, Chairman 
 Lucius H. Pratt 
 Charles R. Ostergren 
Town Clerk 
 J.H.Shepardson 
Town Treasurer 
 J.T.D. Sadly 
Town Assessor 
G.W. Knowlton 
Justice of the Peace 
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 L.S. Stevens 
E.T. Stiles 

Constables 
 Joseph M. Crawford 
 Horatio Blasdell 
Overseer of roads 
 William Eaton 
 
Those in attendance voted to hold the Annual Town Meeting March 14th in the 
Emigrant House near the Depot-Station. 
 
Roads and Bridges are a large part of a Town Supervisors duties.  At the 
second meeting, they met to begin drawing up plans to build a bridge across 
the Elk River on the county road running from Becker Depot to Princeton.  The 
plans are detailed in the minutes from January 26, 1871 with anticipation of 
opening proposals at their February 11th Town Board meeting. 
 
Four proposals were opened and the Board decided to divide the Town of 
Becker into three road districts. 

• District 1 was two sections wide east to west running the whole length of 
the town from North to South. 

• District 2 was three sections wide running the length of the Town from 
North to South. 

• District three was three sections wide on the west side of the township, 
running North to South. 

 
They also put forth notice for public hearing to add a road between T.M. Jordan 
and J.W. Dots land.  The County surveyor was asked to survey the road 
proposed in the petition using a compass and chain to properly lay out the 
road as closely as it could to the written petition. 
 
At a later February meeting, Joseph Foster and the Town Board signed a 
contract at $3.75 per foot for building the bridge.  Receiving three hundred 
dollars in county-orders according to Resolution of County Commissioners of 
said county made September A.D. 1869, also an appropriation of the town of 
Big Lake, voted, April A.D. 1870. 
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Curtis Rapids Bridge 

Built in 1875 at a cost of $105.  It is located on the Elk River at the Curtis 
Rapids (now County Road 23).  Building bridges was one of the first tasks of 
the newly formed Township.  In 1871 they built the Sadley Bridge – just north 
of what is now known as the one-mile bridge.  In 1875 a bridge over the Snake 
River was built as well.  

April 8, 1875, the supervisors drew up plans and specifications for a bridge across the 
Snake River on the County Road Running from Becker Depot to Princeton.  Sealed 
proposals were requested.  The contract for the Snake River Bridge is written directly 
into the minutes book and signed.  
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Road Building in Becker Township 

The Township was divided into three road districts.  When roads needed to be built, 
persons living in the road districts were assessed.   

March 27, 1871, the following assessments occurred: 

Road District 1, 18 persons assessed 2 days labor each 

Road District 2, 28 persons assessed 2 days labor each 

Road District 3, 19 person assessed 2 days labor each 

This gave the Township 150 days of labor to be bestowed on roads.  

In 1872, the bridge over the Elk River was complete.  They also increased to assessments 
for roads to 3 days of labor per year.   

In 1873, they started listing out the names of the men charged to labor on the roads in 
the minutes book by road district.   

March 10, 1874 – the Town voters at the annual meeting ordered that bulls were 
permitted to remain at large from Jun 1 until October 15th of the year. 

March 25, 1875, the supervisors drew up plans and specifications for a bridge across the 
Elk River at what is called Curtiss Rapids.  The location of this bridge was also a posting 
place for notices of events.  

Photo Courtesy of Sherburne History Center 
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Excerpt from March 31, 1894 Assessment of the 
Highway Labor and Road Tax. 

The image to the right lists out District 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
& 9.   

The first column is the name of the adult male 
residents in the district, the next column is the 
number of days labor they were assessed.  The 
days of labor were to be performed in the 
ensuing year.  
 

Photo from township minute books. 
 

In addition to the Highway Labor and Road Tax, 
a road tax of 25 cents on each $100 worth of real 
estate and personal property liable to taxation 
was to be paid to the Town for the ensuing year.   

In 1879, the Town Residents voted that the 
“Chairman of the Supervisors look after the 
Roadmasters and see to it that everyone do his 
duty on the road.” 
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1892 - A New Town Hall 
 
1891 – The cornerstone of the Becker 
Town Hall was laid on August 21 at 
11:45 a.m. in the presence of the 
Town Clerk and Justice of the Peace. 

1892 – March 3, the new Becker 
Town Hall was dedicated.  The Town 
Hall was built at a cost of $1,165.  
They leased out the lower level for a 
store.  The Town of Becker and Village 
of Becker used the upper floor for 
meetings. 

 

By 1919 the Township and Village 
were considered separate entities. 

Photo Courtesy of Sherburne History 
Center. 

 

 

 

Emigrant House 

No photo, but it served as a meeting place for quite a few meetings in the early 
years of the Township.  It was erected by the railroad company for use of the 
emigrants stopping in search of land.  It was later used as a store.   
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The Township and Fires  
1890 – It made the newspapers of the day that there was a fire in the home of 
Justice of the Peace Sherpardson’s home.  All the Town Records were saved! 
 
1904 – a new fire truck was purchased 
 
November 2, 1911 - A building across the street from 
the town hall caught fire.  Two children were in the 
top story of the Braizee Building.   
 
Rather than save the Town Hall and several other 
buildings that caught fire, all rescue efforts went into 
an attempt at saving Marie and Edward Cox.  The 
two young children perished. 
 
Two buildings, including Town Hall, were completely 
destroyed and several other buildings were seriously 
damaged. 
 
 

 
Current Fire Hall, June 2021 
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2020 Photo of Becker Township Hall.  From left to right, American Legion (old Fire 
Hall), Becker Township Hall, Gazebo (Photo by Town Clerk) 

 
 

New Becker Town Hall Dedicated September 1912 
Six months after the fire, Becker Township residents voted to replace the town 
hall.  The new one was to be made of brick.  While brick was not up for 
discussion, there was much debate over a single or double story building. 
 
In 1917, the basement was enlarged a bit and a furnace was installed.   
 
In 1918, light fixtures were added as the building was outfitted with electricity. 
 
In 1918, the Gazebo was added for performances.  
 
In 1928 a second door was added to the building as required by the State Fire 
Marshall. 
 
In 1984, the steps were removed and a ramp was built on the exterior so the 
building could be handicapped accessible.  This was prior to the mandates by 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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The following images/captions are from The Citizen Newspaper which became 
what is currently named The Patriot. 

 

 
BRIAN LEVANDUSKI (left) brought a speeding concern on 172nd Ave SE and a park request to the Becker 
Township Board Meeting on Monday, August 18.  The Patriot, August 21, 2014 

 

 

EURETTA SORENSON (far right) of CentraCare Health in Monticello gave an update on the goings on at the hospital 
and handed out her annual report at the Becker Twp. annual meeting Tuesday night. Becker Twp. Chairman Gary 
Hammer (left, inset) and meeting moderator Brad Wilkening (right, inset) gave a rundown on the proposed levy for 
2015 and the dollars allocated for each department and special interest.  The Patriot, March 14, 2014 

 

L-R: 

Brian Levanduski, Supervisors 
Joe Danielson, Jamie Johnson, 
Brad Wilkening, Gary Hammer 
and Clerk Lucinda Messman 
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SUPERVISOR KYLE JOHNSON (L) presented an acrylic statue to Phyllis Olson, the wife of Lester Olson who served 
the township for over 44 years.  The Patriot, December 20, 2013 

 

 
BECKER TOWNSHIP RESIDENT BRIAN LEVANDUSKI (R) pleaded with the Becker Twp. Board to do something to 
stop speeders from racing in their neighborhood and driving on private property. Sitting Chairman Brian Kolbinger (L) 
listened in on Levanduski’s presentation as Clerk Lucinda Messman took minutes.  The Citizen October 22, 2015 
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JEFF LAMBERT (L) took the oath of office then signed the form to become Becker Twp. supervisor, replacing Gray 
Hammer, who abruptly resigned last month.  Jan 27, 2017 

 

 
LESTER OLSON, 44-year supervisor with Becker Twp. will be recognized with a Snake River Crossing memorial this 
summer. He died in 2012.  The Patriot, July 21, 2016 

 

 
GARY HAMMER resigned his seat at Monday’s board meeting.  The Patriot, December 21, 2017 
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July 20, 1948 – June 25, 2016  Judy Shermak, The Citizen newspaper 

 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BECKER TWP. BOARD met Monday to discuss numerous topics including right-of-way issues, 
trails, splitting parcels, roads and town hall upgrades . (Photo by Susane Kuehne).  The Citizen, October 19, 2018 

 
Kelli Bourgeois, township attorney, accepts new position as city manager in Columbia Heights (Photo by Susana 
Kuehne)  November 23, 2018 

 

L-R: 

Supervisors Gcary Gilbert, Luke 
Babler, Joe Danielson, Brad 
Wilkening, Brian Kolbinger, 
Clerk Lucinda Messman 

Judy Shermack was the Becker 
Town Clerk for 28 years.  She 
retired at the end of 2012. 

She saw the Township through 
911 Addressing system changes 
and Road name revisions 
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Miranda Wagner presented the town board with information regarding establishment of native prairies within the 
township, while Deputy Clerk Fran Seeley takes notes in the background. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger). October 25, 
2018 

 
Becker Township supervisors, from left, Gary Gilbert, Joe Danielson, Brad Wilkening and Brian Kolbinger study their 
tablets as Clerk Lucinda Messman (right) demonstrates how to use the search functionality on the township website. 
With the completion of the digitizing of the town’s records, minutes are now available online dating back to the 
township’s beginnings in 1871. (Photos by Mark Kolbinger). 

 

Becker Township ENGINEER Wes Davis presented a copy of his scope of services estimate to clerk Lucinda 
Messman. The board will utilize this document moving forward as they consider future work plans and budgets.  
September 20, 2019 
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Planner Ben Wikstrom fielded questions from the board in regards to accessory structures and the use of shipping 
containers as storage. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger)  Dec 20, 2019 

 

In October 2009 Becker Township began handling its own Planning and Zoning 
utilizing parts of the Orderly Annexation Agreement.  City of Becker Planners 
Mary Roe and Jacob Sanders handle building permits for the Township.  
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Some Dates when Becker made the news 

1876 – Becker Township shipped 80 railroad cars of Hay.  Many people 
called Becker the hay capital of the County. 

 

In 1878 Becker produced 

• 10,681 bushels of wheat on 597 acres 
• 35,645 bushels of corn on 1,180 acres 
• 2,037 tons of hay 

In 1879, a newspaper article notice by one of the first settlers in the area wrote 
that Becker was 

Settled mostly by foreigners with no money, but strong arms and 
stout hearts.  We have plenty of room for most good, honest willing 
hands. 

 

In 1885, Joseph Chapman opened a new drug store in Becker.   

Becker assessed the 87 dogs living here at $6.06 per dog. 

1888 – Becker was hard hit with diphtheria. 

1889 – Becker Pavilion was blown down by a cyclone.  George Washington’s 
birthday was celebrated at the opera house in Becker.  

1890 – District 2 Roadmaster, E. Knowlton purchased a horse powered 
threshing machine.  A cheese factory was started in Becker. 

1890 – Northern Pacific Depot opened. 

1890 – Becker Baseball club was organized with S.A. Black as the 
captain. 

1892 – Railroad Station built.  Measured 10’x12’. 

1893 – Becker held its Strawberry Festival 

1895 – George Putnam shipped the first carload of rye from the Becker Station 
Railroad. 

1897 – It made the papers that Townships barred people living in the area from 
voting on township matters due to citizenship. 

1903 – Law repealed that allowed cattle to run at large during the day. 



2021 Sesquicentennial Document Information   |   Page 18 of 19 
 

1907 -  Bailey’s Railroad Station Depot.  A new station was built that measured 
20’x32’.  The Great Northern railroad abandoned it in 1948. 

The Great Northern and Northern Pacific stations sat a few feet away from each 
other between Hancock and Willow Streets. 

1942 – Farmers met at the Becker Town Hall to observe the 9th Anniversary of 
the Ag Administration Act Farm Program.  They listened to a radio broadcast 
by the President. 

1950 – The ‘large cumbersome stage’ was removed from Becker Town Hall 

1956 – Sherburne County Farmers Union meeting was held at Becker Town 
Hall 

1957 – County road 4 and other roads in Becker Township were washed out 

1958 – the new 4-H clubs started meeting in the Becker Town Hall.  

1974 – The City of Becker annexed the 6 sections where the Sherco Power 
Plant is located. 

1978 – The Township expanded from 3 to 5 Town Supervisors 

1985 – The Town Board and Residents voted to allow the Great River Regional 
Library to use the town hall as the Becker Library.  The Town Board met at 
City Hall during this time.   

2009 – Becker Township began handling its own Planning and Zoning.  A 
Planning Commission made up of Township Residents conducts public 
hearings.  The Joint Planning Board is made up of two Town Supervisors, two 
City Council Members and one at large Township Resident. 

2019 – The Township (and City) finished paying off the new fire station bond. 

2020 – The Township completed replacement of all street signs in compliance 
with the federally mandated retro-reflectivity program. 

2020 – The Township completed its most expensive road project to date.  This 
1.2 million dollar road project was completed without the need to assess the 
residents. 

  



2021 Sesquicentennial Document Information   |   Page 19 of 19 
 

Fun Facts 

Township government is the only level where you can directly vote on the 
amount of taxation you will receive.  The Town’s Annual meeting, held every 
year on the 2nd Tuesday in March, is where this task is completed. 

 

When the township was first formed, town meetings were well attended as 
many citizens of the township looked forward to attending the meeting after a 
long winter.  Today, with over 5,400 in population, our voter turnout at 
Township meetings often doesn’t even meet the turnout in 1871 when there 
were only 48 residents! 

 

For General Elections, it is not uncommon to have poll watchers attend.  This 
started as far back as the 1918 election between US Senator Charles A. 
Lindberg, Sr. and Frank B. Kellogg.  At that time, it was one of the few times 
that there were poll watchers present at any election. 

 

Becker Township’s website was launched in 2013.  The color palette was 
determined by the election judges at the March Township Election. 

 

Town Supervisors are elected in March each year, prior to the Annual meeting. 

 

Becker Township currently maintains 69.2 miles of road (includes both paved 
and gravel).  There are additional dedicated town right-of-ways that are not 
included in this number. 

 

Becker Township is in the top 10 for largest townships in the State of 
Minnesota.  Five of the largest townships in the State are located in Sherburne 
County. 
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